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“Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they are doing” (Luke 23:34 NIV).

Forgiveness may be the most misused,
misapplied, and misunderstood quality in our
culture. We think we know what forgiveness is all
about, but we really don’t. Before reading further,
take a minute to do this little quiz by deciding if
each statement is true or false. 

1. A person should not be forgiven until asking for
it.

2. Forgiving includes minimizing the offense and the pain caused.

3. Forgiveness includes restoring trust and reuniting a relationship.

4. You haven’t really forgiven until you’ve forgotten the offense.

5. When you see somebody hurt, it is your duty to forgive the offender.

When you read the Bible and see what God has to say about forgiveness, you discover that
all five of those statements are false. How did you do? 

We’re going to spend the next few days looking at what forgiveness really is, because most
people just don’t understand forgiveness.

First, real forgiveness is unconditional. There’s no attachment to it. You don’t earn it. You
don’t deserve it. You don’t bargain for it. Forgiveness is not based on a promise to never do it
again. You offer it whether someone asks for it or not.

You Make Me Crazy 
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When Jesus stretched out his hands on the cross and said, “Father, forgive them, for they do
not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34 NIV), nobody had asked for it. Nobody had said,
“Please forgive me, Jesus, for what they’re doing to you.” He just offered it. He took the
initiative. 

Second, forgiveness isn’t minimizing the seriousness of the offense. When somebody asks
for your forgiveness, you actually cheapen it if you say, “It’s no big deal. It really didn’t hurt.” If
it wasn’t a big deal, you don’t need forgiveness and you don’t need to offer it.

Forgiveness is only for the big stuff. You don’t use it for slights that are just minor issues. If
something really requires forgiveness, then you should not minimize it when somebody asks
you for forgiveness. Don’t say it wasn’t a big deal. It was a big deal! If it wasn’t a big deal, just
say, “You don’t need to ask forgiveness.” But if it is a big deal, then you need to admit it. 

There are a lot of big deals in life. Have you noticed that? But there is a difference between
being wounded and being wronged. Being wounded requires patience and acceptance, not
forgiveness, because the person did it unintentionally. Being wronged requires forgiveness. 

Talk It Over

What are the wounds that you’ve been waiting for someone to apologize for but that
you just need to accept?
Why is it so hard to offer forgiveness to someone who has not asked for it? How can
you move past this?
How does your attitude on forgiveness change when you consider how Christ forgave
you?
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You Make Me Crazy Study Kit

When you’ve had all the “crazy” you can take… 
 
Do you have a relationship that drives you crazy?
Maybe it’s a spouse, sibling, parent, co-worker,
or the crazy relative that really pushes your
buttons. Pastor Rick shows how you can turn
crazy relationships into peaceful ones through
his You Make Me Crazy Study Kit. 
 
This 6-week video study includes a DVD and
study guide—and helps you . . . 
 
• Reconcile with the people who drive you crazy 
• Start healing from past hurts caused by others 
• Understand the emotions simmering beneath
people’s words 
• Turn conflict into cooperation 
• Offer God’s immeasurable love even when it’s
hard 

Includes 8 full-length teaching CD's from Pastor
Rick's series You Make Me Crazy.

Our Gift: 

LEARN MORE

Complete Audio Series (Purchase)
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Session 1: Six Keys to Peace In Relationships 
Session 2: Who's Pushing Your Buttons? 
Session 3: Resolving Conflict 
Session 4: Finding the Love of Your Life 
Session 5: Breaking Free from Abuse 
Session 6: When Escaping the People Pleaser Trap 
Session 7: Keeping the Crazymakers from Making
You Crazy 
Session 8: How to Keep Your Marriage Growing

PASTOR RICK WARREN
             

Enjoy today's Devotional? 
  

Did someone forward this devotional to you? 
  

This devotional is based on the current Daily Hope radio series at .  

Rick Warren has helped people live with hope and on purpose for more than 40 years.
He’s the founding pastor of Saddleback Church in Southern California and author of
several books, including The Purpose Driven Church and The Purpose Driven Life, which
has been translated into 137 languages and sold more than 50 million copies in all formats.
He created the PEACE Plan (plant churches of reconciliation, equip servant leaders, assist
the poor, care for the sick, educate the next generation), which is used by churches in 196
countries. His radio teaching and daily devotional, Daily Hope, is offered around the world.  

This devotional © 2018 by Rick Warren. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

You can unsubscribe at any time by changing your e-mail preferences.  
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